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State Releases 2005 Baseline Projections 
 
The State of Utah recently released the 2005 Baseline long-term projections series.  These projections 
extend until the year 2050 and highlight the demographic and economic trends that will impact Utah for the 
next 45 years. 
 
Utah’s population reached 2.2 million in 2000 and is expected to reach 5.4 million by the year 2050.  
Although the annual growth rates will gradually decline from 2.4% in 2000 to 1.3% in 2050, the y will 
remain more than twice the projected rates for the nation as a whole.   
 
The average annual rate of change for Utah’s population from 2000 to 2050 is projected to be 1.8%.  The 
most rapid growth will occur in counties within or adjacent to the northern metropolitan region, and in the 
southwestern portion of the state.  Washington County is projected to be the fastest growing county in the 
state, with an average annual growth rate of 3.9%.  Natural increase, the amount by which annual births 
exceed annual deaths, will fuel 79% of Utah’s population growth over the next 50 years.  Net migration, in-
migration less out-migration, will contribute about 657,000 people , or 21% of the projected increase.   
 
A significant portion of Utah’s growth will occur in the school-age (ages 5 to 17) population.  The school-
age population in the state is projected to increase by 155,000 over the next decade.  Another important 
factor will be the growth of the retirement-age (65 years and older) population.  This age group is projected 
to grow at an annual rate of around 4.5% for nearly ten years, beginning in the year 2012. 
 
Utah's total employment is projected to increase from 1.4 million in 2000 to 3.5 million in 2050, an 
increase of over two million jobs.  The state’s average annual job growth rate for the projections period is 
estimated to be 1.8%, while the corresponding growth rates for the U.S. are expected to be about half that 
of Utah.  Over the next five decades, employment growth is projected for every major industry except 
natural resources and mining in Utah.  Further, every industry in Utah is projected to grow faster than its 
national counterpart.   
 
The 2005 Baseline long-term projections were produced by the Demographic and Economic  Analysis 
section of the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget, in association with numerous state and local 
representatives.  In generating the long-term projections, analysts incorporated data from national sources, 
such as the U.S. Census Bureau, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis, as well as local data from State of Utah agencies, regional associations of government, and a 
varie ty of local governments.  For additional information, please visit the web site: 
www.governor.utah.gov/dea/people.html. 
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State of Utah Components of Population Change: 1950 to 2050
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Population and Components of Change: 2000 to 2050

Year Population Births Deaths Migration Natural Increase Population Increase

2000 2,246,553 46,880 11,953 18,612 34,927 53,539
2001 2,305,652 47,688 12,437 23,848 35,251 59,099
2002 2,358,330 48,041 12,662 17,299 35,379 52,678
2003 2,413,618 49,518 12,798 18,568 36,720 55,288
2004 2,469,230 50,527 13,282 18,367 37,245 55,612
2005 2,528,926 51,349 13,604 21,951 37,745 59,696
2006 2,582,371 52,135 13,892 15,202 38,243 53,445
2007 2,642,046 53,001 14,134 20,808 38,867 59,675
2008 2,703,841 54,129 14,391 22,057 39,738 61,795
2009 2,767,745 55,237 14,648 23,315 40,589 63,904
2010 2,833,337 56,365 14,903 24,130 41,462 65,592
2011 2,899,802 57,225 15,178 24,418 42,047 66,465
2012 2,966,929 58,211 15,448 24,364 42,763 67,127
2013 3,034,158 59,423 15,727 23,533 43,696 67,229
2014 3,100,771 60,325 16,010 22,298 44,315 66,613
2015 3,166,498 61,182 16,297 20,842 44,885 65,727
2016 3,231,472 61,755 16,605 19,824 45,150 64,974
2017 3,295,822 62,438 16,909 18,821 45,529 64,350
2018 3,360,002 63,473 17,228 17,935 46,245 64,180
2019 3,423,463 64,376 17,556 16,641 46,820 63,461
2020 3,486,218 65,026 17,902 15,631 47,124 62,755
2021 3,548,095 65,982 18,270 14,165 47,712 61,877
2022 3,609,332 66,610 18,649 13,276 47,961 61,237
2023 3,670,075 67,447 19,040 12,336 48,407 60,743
2024 3,730,643 68,548 19,445 11,465 49,103 60,568
2025 3,790,984 69,419 19,865 10,787 49,554 60,341
2026 3,850,721 70,397 20,311 9,651 50,086 59,737
2027 3,909,750 71,380 20,765 8,414 50,615 59,029
2028 3,968,660 72,358 21,233 7,785 51,125 58,910
2029 4,027,293 73,265 21,708 7,076 51,557 58,633
2030 4,086,319 74,304 22,195 6,917 52,109 59,026
2031 4,145,745 75,338 22,706 6,794 52,632 59,426
2032 4,205,594 76,244 23,226 6,831 53,018 59,849
2033 4,265,875 77,262 23,746 6,765 53,516 60,281
2034 4,326,612 78,307 24,279 6,709 54,028 60,737
2035 4,387,814 79,365 24,810 6,647 54,555 61,202
2036 4,449,499 80,367 25,355 6,673 55,012 61,685
2037 4,511,680 81,379 25,909 6,711 55,470 62,181
2038 4,574,377 82,340 26,460 6,817 55,880 62,697
2039 4,637,603 83,316 27,007 6,917 56,309 63,226
2040 4,701,369 84,439 27,535 6,862 56,904 63,766
2041 4,765,680 85,368 28,087 7,030 57,281 64,311
2042 4,830,532 86,308 28,625 7,169 57,683 64,852
2043 4,895,928 87,227 29,154 7,323 58,073 65,396
2044 4,961,851 87,986 29,678 7,615 58,308 65,923
2045 5,028,316 88,907 30,181 7,739 58,726 66,465
2046 5,095,309 89,666 30,695 8,022 58,971 66,993
2047 5,162,833 90,627 31,195 8,092 59,432 67,524
2048 5,230,888 91,592 31,695 8,158 59,897 68,055
2049 5,299,467 92,542 32,181 8,218 60,361 68,579
2050 5,368,567 93,519 32,657 8,238 60,862 69,100

Note: All populations are dated July 1.
Source: 2005 Baseline Projections, Governor's Office of Planning and Budget



AARC
2000-

County 2000 2005 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2050

Beaver 6,023 6,335 7,575 11,549 13,761 15,535 17,373 2.1%
Box Elder 42,860 45,142 49,254 61,675 73,833 85,455 97,789 1.7%
Cache 91,897 102,477 114,304 147,776 183,989 223,185 266,711 2.2%
Carbon 20,396 19,205 19,023 20,982 23,188 25,118 27,039 0.6%
Daggett 933 967 1,024 1,141 1,209 1,258 1,305 0.7%
Davis 240,204 276,374 304,502 352,320 382,219 404,170 424,177 1.1%
Duchesne 14,397 15,043 15,897 19,021 21,497 23,516 25,543 1.2%
Emery 10,782 10,492 10,346 11,359 12,536 13,396 14,240 0.6%
Garfield 4,763 4,645 4,955 5,973 6,747 7,356 7,966 1.0%
Grand 8,537 8,691 9,039 9,751 10,129 10,403 10,661 0.4%
Iron 34,079 40,212 48,772 65,607 77,493 90,268 103,920 2.3%
Juab 8,310 8,917 10,112 12,798 14,546 16,067 17,611 1.5%
Kane 6,037 6,093 6,618 8,359 9,783 11,033 12,327 1.4%
Millard 12,461 13,305 14,199 18,386 22,439 25,726 29,179 1.7%
Morgan 7,181 8,525 10,183 16,200 24,595 34,290 46,596 3.8%
Piute 1,436 1,356 1,503 1,790 1,797 1,913 2,026 0.7%
Rich 1,955 2,086 2,147 2,447 2,636 2,724 2,809 0.7%
Salt Lake 902,777 970,748 1,053,258 1,230,817 1,381,519 1,521,926 1,663,994 1.2%
San Juan 14,360 14,444 14,481 15,419 16,910 18,269 19,620 0.6%
Sanpete 22,846 25,447 27,904 32,902 35,181 36,866 38,492 1.0%
Sevier 18,938 19,494 21,038 24,855 26,892 28,337 29,738 0.9%
Summit 30,048 36,417 44,511 65,001 85,660 107,554 132,681 3.0%
Tooele 41,549 51,835 67,150 95,696 112,722 130,092 148,486 2.6%
Uintah 25,297 26,317 27,071 29,289 30,641 31,614 32,538 0.5%
Utah 371,894 453,977 527,502 661,319 804,112 964,893 1,147,333 2.3%
Wasatch 15,433 20,138 25,516 37,082 46,193 55,179 65,010 2.9%
Washington 91,104 125,010 162,544 251,896 353,922 472,355 607,334 3.9%
Wayne 2,515 2,527 2,764 3,469 3,943 4,292 4,640 1.2%
Weber 197,541 212,707 230,145 271,339 306,227 338,579 371,429 1.3%

MCD

Bear River 136,712 149,705 165,705 211,898 260,458 311,364 367,309 2.0%
Central 66,506 71,046 77,520 94,200 104,798 113,201 121,686 1.2%
Mountainland 417,375 510,532 597,529 763,402 935,965 1,127,626 1,345,024 2.4%
Southeast 54,075 52,832 52,889 57,511 62,763 67,186 71,560 0.6%
Southwest 142,006 182,295 230,464 343,384 461,706 596,547 748,920 3.4%
Uintah Basin 40,627 42,327 43,992 49,451 53,347 56,388 59,386 0.8%
Wasatch Front 1,389,252 1,520,189 1,665,238 1,966,372 2,207,282 2,429,057 2,654,682 1.3%

State of Utah 2,246,553 2,528,926 2,833,337 3,486,218 4,086,319 4,701,369 5,368,567 1.8%

Notes:
1. AARC is average annual rate of change.
2. All populations are dated July 1.

Source: 2005 Baseline Projections, Governor's Office of Planning and Budget.

Population Projections by County and District




